‘passages
of these
books helps us understand why readers often devoted so much of their resources to copy old
hagiographies, scriptures, and maps. Unlike earlier studies, which have understood these books
for their devotional importance, I will argue that pastiches of old texts also offered religious in-
stitutions great material benefits as well. This kind of “bibliographic” analysis of early Daoist
books, I conclude, helps us think about how readers of paper manuscripts more generally inter-

acted with; , and reproduced books in early China.
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nities invent, revise, and reproduce sacred texts.



